Disaster Readiness
Advisory #14
This Disaster Readiness Advisory, a special service to America's hospitals,
contains guidance about disaster readiness.
If you don’t receive four (4) pages, please call (202) 626-2973.

OSHA Issues Response Guidelines for
Hazardous Materials Event

A Message to America’s Hospitals:
With continued threats from terrorism, it is important that hospital emergency management plans
include provisions to protect staff from exposure to hazardous materials that may be brought in
on a victim’s person, clothing or possessions. The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recently released information to help hospitals
safeguard their own employees as they care for patients injured in incidents involving chemical,
biological or radiological materials.
The document, OSHA Best Practices for Hospital-Based First Receivers of Victims from Mass
Casualty Incidents Involving the Release of Hazardous Substances, is available at
www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/firstreceivers_hospital.html. It provides hospitals with
practical information to assist in developing and implementing emergency management plans to
protect hospital-based emergency department staff when contaminated victims arrive from mass
casualty incidents that occur off the hospital campus. It also covers victim decontamination,
personal protective equipment and employee training, and includes appendices with practical
examples of decontamination procedures and medical monitoring.
To develop the guidance, OSHA drew upon the best practices of hospitals of varying sizes and
with differing risk levels and conducted an extensive literature search. The AHA provided the
agency with comments on a draft of the guidance when OSHA asked for input from
stakeholders.
Several of the tables from the document are attached for your information. In the meantime,
check off the following from your to-do list:
9 Share this advisory with members of your disaster readiness team, chief medical officer,
emergency department director, nurse executive, engineering staff and risk management
director.

9 Use the best practices and other material outlined in the OSHA Best Practices document
to review and revise your facility’s emergency management plan.
9 Visit the OSHA Web site at www.osha.gov to learn more about this and other resources
related to establishing a safe workplace.
As other useful resources and tools become available to help with your disaster preparedness
activities, the AHA will provide updates through additional Disaster Readiness Advisories on
this and related topics.
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