NONSURGICAL EXTENDED DURATION THERAPEUTIC SERVICES
As stated by CMS in its preamble to the final rule for this section, “We will establish this
process in the coming year through the CY 2012 rulemaking cycle, selecting a specific
independent entity to assist in the process and establishing criteria for determining that a given
service should be furnished under general or personal supervision rather than direct
supervision. At least until the independent entity is in place (likely through CY 2011), we are
establishing a new category of ‘‘nonsurgical extended duration therapeutic services’’ that
require direct supervision as defined in § 410.27(a)(1)(iv) during an initiation period, followed by
a minimum standard of general supervision as defined in § 410.32(b)(3)(i) for the duration of the
service. The extended duration services will include the limited set of procedures identified in
Table 48A of this final rule with comment period. We are adding a new paragraph (a)(1)(v) to §
410.27 to reflect this policy. In new § 410.27(a)(1)(v)(A), we are defining ‘‘nonsurgical extended
duration therapeutic services’’ as services that can last a significant period of time, have a
substantial monitoring component that is typically performed by auxiliary personnel, have a low
risk of requiring the physician’s or appropriate nonphysician practitioner’s immediate availability
after the initiation of the service, and are not primarily surgical in nature. In new §
410.27(a)(1)(v)(B), we are finalizing our definition of ‘‘initiation of the service’’ as the beginning
portion of a service ending when the patient is stable and the supervising physician or
appropriate nonphysician practitioner believes the remainder of the service can be delivered
safely under his or her general direction and control without needing his or her immediate
availability.
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The final rule as printed in the Federal Register on Nov. 24 may be found at
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-27926.pdf

