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McGaw Prize winner survives a closure threat to carry on—

and build on—a commitment to its hard-pressed community

st WOULD

s been called “The Rock, “The
Heights,“Big County” and “Big Gener-

out her office window to the sprawling, 72-
acre Los Angeles County-USC Medical
Center a half-mile away, she sees Camelot,
a place where dreams come true and ideals
refuse to die.

“I've always called it that. It will always
have a special meaning in my heart,” says

Lubensky, who was born in Big General
- community, says Astrid Heger, M.D.,direc-
- tor of the center’s Violence Intervention Pro-

and worked for the center 18 years before
joining the headquarters of the Los Ange-
les County Health Department, which runs
it. “Instead of going to work, you felt like
you were going home. You had a special
connection with the patients. We all
worked together, and we all came together
as a family”

In its 121 years the center has been
challenged by, among other things, flu and
polio epidemics, financial chaos, doctor
strikes, threats to shut it down and Propo- |

. sition 13, the 1978 initiative capping prop-
 erty taxes,a major source of local funding.
al” But when Olivia Lubensky looks But one thing has never been challenged—
' itts commitment to community. As recently
as five years ago, when a county adminis- |

- trative office study recommended its clos-

ing, residents, medical students, physicians

and nurses joined picket lines and launched
letter-writing campaigns to the L.A. County
- Board of Supervisors to keep it open. - turf

“This will always be a beacon to the

~ gram (VIP), which treats men, women and

 children who are victims of domestic vio-

lence and sexual abuse. The program is one

of five initiatives the center has devised to

- improve the health and lives of a culturally

-~ diverse,low-income community that would

- otherwise go largely ignored. :
Those programs have earned the LAC- |

USC Healthcare Network, which includes

the center and accompanying outpatient |

clinics, the 1999 Foster G. McGaw Prize, a
- §75,000 community service prize sponsored

by the Baxter Allegiance Foundation of
Deerfield, Ill., and the American Hospital
Association.

In addition to VIP, the center is being
honored for these innovations:
® Trauma Outreach, a program in which
ER doctors tackle gang violence on its own

o Child Care Centers, where patients can
leave their children worry-free while they
are treated
@ Safe Kids,a bold approach to reduce non-
intentional injuries, particularly in the home
@ Mobile Asthma Clinic, a program in
which three breathmobiles hit school cam-
puses throughout the L.A. area to treat kids
with asthma

All have achieved remarkable results,
says Mark Finucane, county director of
health. For example, a year after the mobile
clinic began operating in 1995, absenteeism
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