
More than two-thirds of hospitals had fully or partially 
implemented EHRs

Percent of hospitals reporting EHRs*, 2006

Partially 
implemented

57%

No EHR
32%

Fully  
implemented

11%

An EHR integrates electronically originated and maintained patient-level clinical health 
information, derived from multiple sources, into one point of access.  An EHR replaces the paper 
medical record as the primary source of patient information.  

*Note:  This question was first asked in 2006.  No trend data are available.



Larger hospitals more likely to have EHRs than 
smaller hospitals

Percent of hospitals reporting EHRs by bed size, 2006
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Urban hospitals more likely to have EHRs than their 
rural counterparts

Percent of hospitals reporting EHRs by location, 2006
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Teaching hospitals more likely to have EHRs than 
their non-teaching counterparts

Percent of hospitals reporting EHRs by teaching status, 
2006
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In 10 percent of hospitals, more than half of treating 
physicians routinely ordered medications electronically
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In 16 percent of hospitals, more than half of treating 
physicians routinely ordered tests electronically
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Hospitals used many electronic laboratory, 
radiology, and pharmacy functions

Percent of hospitals reporting that they have fully or 
partially implemented various clinical IT functions

66%

64%

60%

62%

59%

62%

65%

60%

47%

41%

46%

48%

12%

11%

12%

11%

11%

9%

12%

12%

17%

19%

15%

14%

2006

2005

2006

2005

2006

2005

2006

2005

2006

2005

2006

2005

Fully implemented Partially implemented

78%

75%

72%

73%

70%

71%

72%

77%

64%

60%

61%

62%

Results review, 
Lab

Order-entry, Lab

Order-entry, 
Radiology

Results review, 
Radiology 
report

Results review, 
Radiology 
images

Order-entry, 
Pharmacy



Hospitals increased use of decision-support 
functions

Percent of hospitals reporting that they have fully or partially implemented various 
decision-support functions
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Hospitals increased use of electronic record 
management functions

Percent of hospitals reporting that they had fully or partially implemented various 
EHR functions
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*Note:  This question was first asked in 2006.



Spectrum of health IT use
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Distribution of hospitals by level of health IT use
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Larger hospitals used more health IT and saw 
greater growth from 2005 to 2006

Distribution of hospitals across levels of health IT use by bed size
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Urban hospitals used more health IT than rural 
hospitals, but both groups increased use

Levels of health IT use by location
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Teaching hospitals used more health IT than non-
teaching hospitals, but both groups increased use

Level of health IT use by teaching status
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Hospitals that were members of systems used more health IT 
than those that were not, but both groups increased use

Level of health IT use by system status
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Hospitals with positive margins used more health IT 
in both 2005 and 2006

Level of use of fully implemented IT systems 
by margin level
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Hospitals increased use of bar-coding
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Hospitals adopting telemedicine and other 
technologies
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Hospitals using administrative systems
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Spending on health IT is high and increasing

Median one-year spending per bed
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While a barrier for all, smallest hospitals were most 
likely to see ongoing costs as significant barrier
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Rural hospitals more likely to see costs as 
significant barrier
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Hospitals most commonly shared electronic patient 
information with physician offices

Most commonly reported organizations for sharing of electronic 
patient health care information among hospitals that shared data
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Comparison of sample to universe
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Sample (%)Universe (%)Characteristic

Note: Universe includes all 4,936 community hospitals in the 2005 AHA Annual Survey.  
Sample includes 1,543 community hospitals responding to the 2006 AHA Health IT Survey.



Comparison of sample to universe (2)
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Note: Universe includes all 4,936 community hospitals in the 2005 AHA Annual Survey.  
Sample includes 1,543 community hospitals responding to the 2006 AHA Health IT Survey.


