Growth by Bedsize, 2007-2009
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patients’ risk of dying?

According to the Leapfrog Group for
Patient Safety, ICUs staffed with inten-
sivists (also known as critical care
physicians) can reduce mortality by
40 percent. This practice also is en-
dorsed by the National Quality Forum.

Intensivists are physicians who com-
plete a residency in internal or pul-
monary medicine, surgery or anesthe-
sia, and a fellowship in critical care
medicine. Among hospitals reporting . .
that intensivists provide care, those 34.4%
with 300 or more beds are the most
prevalent. But since 2007, hospitals
with 100 to 199 beds showed the most
growth in using intensivists. For all bed o
sizes, overall growth was 34.4 percent.

Intensivists have a variety of employ-
ment models; those providing care in
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