
04.21.20 The latest solutions to fight the pandemic

OPTIMIZING RESOURCES AND PERFORMANCE DURING THE PANDEMIC

SENDING VENTILATORS WHERE THEY’RE NEEDED MOST: A new public-private effort is
aimed at distributing ventilators to critical areas with the greatest need. Leaders from the
American Hospital Association and several hospitals and health systems participated in the
White House announcement of the Dynamic Ventilator Reserve.
 
The collaborative has created an online inventory of ventilators and associated supplies like
tubing and filters to support the overall needs of combating the COVID-19 pandemic. Hospitals
and health systems will add to the database available equipment that they can lend to others in
the country. Providers are then able to access this virtual inventory as their need for ventilators
increases. The AHA will manage the inventory with full transparency to those participating in the
effort. The AHA will work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency when this virtual
inventory might be needed to supplement the national emergency stockpile.
 
MANAGING COVID-19 IN RURAL COMMUNITIES: Two rural hospital leaders recently
discussed how they prepared for a surge of COVID-19 patients in an AHA webinar. Rex
McKinney, president and CEO of Decatur County Memorial Hospital in Greensburg, Ind., and
Mary Ellen Pratt, CEO of St. James Parish Hospital in Lutcher, La., also shared promising
practices in caring for COVID-19 patients. The AHA also has developed a Rural Hospitals
Interventions for Coronavirus (COVID-19) website that includes case studies.
 
In addition, the Rural Health Information Hub has launched an online Rural COVID-19
Innovations resource page. This site provides a collection of best practices, lessons learned and
other examples addressing health care and health-related concerns.

CLOSING THE GAP ON CRITICAL NEEDS

PROTECT THE HEROES: The Creative Coalition, Association for Healthcare Philanthropy and
the AHA recently launched the Protect the Heroes campaign, that allows the general public to
make direct impact donations to America’s hospitals and health systems. Every dollar raised
through Protect the Heroes goes directly to the donor’s choice of local hospital to purchase
personal protective equipment and other support for their local health care workers as they fight
COVID-19.
 
When individuals visit the Protect the Heroes website, they can choose either their own local
hospital or another one and contribute to hospital emergency relief funds. Each hospital will
determine where funds should be applied.
 
ADDRESSING DRUG SHORTAGES: Providence Health & Services has created an incident-
command structure to address potential shortages in medications and supplies due to COVID-
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19. Pharmacy leaders from each of Providence’s regions and drug manufacturers have banded
together to closely monitor the availability of 150 medications that include antibiotics, opiates and
neuromuscular blocking agents to facilitate mechanical ventilation for COVID-19 patients.
 
HELMET-BASED VENTILATOR DEBUTS: University of Chicago Medicine is using a helmet-
based ventilation device to treat some COVID-19 patients instead of employing traditional
ventilators. The FDA-approved helmet functions similarly to a hyperbaric oxygen chamber,
pumping high-pressure oxygen into a patient’s lungs. The helmet connects directly to a hospital’s
oxygen supply. It's made of clear plastic, features an airtight collar to prevent leaks and has a
filter to protect against COVID-19.

TESTING AND TRACING DEVELOPMENTS

AMAZON TO BUILD VIRUS-TESTING LAB: Amazon is building its own testing labs to help
keep its warehouses and distribution centers open during the coronavirus shutdown. Because it
can’t get the tests it needs at scale, Amazon has started building a lab and hopes to start testing
employees soon.
 
APPLE, GOOGLE BUILDING CONTACT TRACING TOOL: Apple and Google revealed last
week that the two tech rivals are collaborating to launch a contact-tracing app for COVID-19. The
system would use a Bluetooth signal to bounce between users’ mobile phones to trace their
recent contacts. If persons disclosed that they had been diagnosed with COVID-19, then all
those with whom they had been in contact would receive an alert.
 
HHS, WALGREENS, CVS GET BEHIND RAPID TESTING: The Department of Health & Human
Services is purchasing 1,200 of Abbott’s ID Now point-of-care testing machines and more than
30,000 of the quick turn-around COVID-19 tests that run on them. Walgreens and CVS Health
also are expanding their drive-through testing using the point-of-care platform.
 
FIRST SALIVA TEST TO HELP DIAGNOSE COVID-19: Rutgers University researchers have
received Food and Drug Administration clearance for the first saliva test to help diagnose
COVID-19, a new approach that could help expand testing options and reduce risks of infection
for health care workers.

CYBERSECURITY GUIDANCE FOR REMOTE PHYSICIANS

AMA AND AHA PROVIDE CYBER GUIDANCE FOR PHYSICIANS WORKING REMOTELY:
Responding to a spike in cyberthreats that are leveraging the COVID-19 pandemic to exploit
telework and network vulnerabilities, the AHA and the American Medical Association teamed up
to provide physicians and hospitals with guidance on protecting a remote work environment from
cybercriminals. The resources offer actions physicians can take to protect security for home- or
hospital-based computers, networks and devices.

BUSINESS COMMUNITY STEPS UP TO HELP PROVIDERS RESPOND

VENDORS OFFER FREE AI X-RAY TOOL: Technology vendors Thirona and Delft Imaging
have launched CAD4COVID. This new artificial intelligence tool analyzes X-ray images and is
intended to support health care specialists who manage COVID-19 cases. In support of the
crisis, the companies are offering the tool free. Thirona and Delft Imaging are partnering with
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several hospitals and academic medical institutions worldwide to validate CAD4COVID.
 
FREE MECHANICAL VENTILATION COURSE FOR COVID-19: A free online course,
Mechanical Ventilation for COVID-19, offered by HarvardX will help prepare licensed non-ICU
hospital clinicians to support critical care respiratory therapists, physicians and nurses in caring
for a patient who is receiving mechanical ventilation during the COVID-19 pandemic. While the
global shortage of ventilators remains a major issue, proper training is another challenge
hospitals face.
 
DECISION SUPPORT: Mednition, a Concord Health Partners AHA Innovation Development
Fund LP company and partner with the Emergency Nurses Association, is offering — free of
charge until the current COVID-19 crisis has passed — use of its Clinical Data Engine platform
for mass extraction of clinical features (including free text) from large COVID-19 patient data sets
and delivering back (De-Id or PHI) to researchers via secure cloud access for COVID-19
research. This offer includes Mednition’s advanced Clinical Natural Language Processing, data
science expertise and clinical analytics insights from KATE, a platform that provides real-time
triage clinical decision support for emergency departments. Contact Steven Reilly, CEO, at
sreilly@mednition.com or 310-291-1421, or Christian Reilly, president, at creilly@mednition.com
or 650-548-9229.

The AHA COVID-19 website has the latest tools and resources to help hospitals and health
systems respond to the pandemic.

We want to hear from you! Please send your feedback to Bob Kehoe at rkehoe@aha.org.
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