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attention the oppotunities that they thought existed and their view that

perhaps I had some of the skills and abilities and interest that might fit in

health field. One was a fellow named Jim Harvey, and Jim is currently

president of the Hillcrest Medical Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Jim and I were

classmates at South Dakota. I correct that, he was a year ahead of me, but we

were roommates and we played on the football team together and we were very

close friends. Jim was searching around for a career choice and thought about

medicine. He was bright enough and smart enough to go to medical school, but

decided he really didn't want to do that. But his interest in health was long

standing. I never really knew how Jim found out about this emerging field of

hospital administration but he did. He went on to graduate school immediately

out of college and was so excited about it and so interested and so convinced

it held a good opportunity that he was influential in my choice of what I

wanted to do. I then decided that this was the way to pursue a career, a

little bit with some regret because I was really attracted to the field of

teaching and I guess the way it turned out later is that I've done some

teaching anyway.

I want to record there were two other persons that were influential 1n

that decision. Because I really knew nothing about the field, I thought it

was important to talk with some active administrators and so I sought out

two. One was Mr. Harold Wright, who was the administrator of the Methodist

Hospital in Sioux City, Iowa and the father of a close friend of mine. Harold

Wright subsequently went on to be the director of the Methodist Board of

Hospitals & Homes on the national basis. He was a hard-working, and I

suppose, effective administrator in a community that has some typical health

problems, and a lot of competition and so forth. He gave me a realistic view
































































































































































