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COVID-19 Snapshot
Challenges Confronting America’s Hospitals and Health Systems
(February 17, 2022)

FROM THE FRONT LINES

 “We’re routinely operating above 90%, which is really busy. What we’re seeing is the non-COVID 
patients continue to be really sick, sicker than they were even six months ago. I think that’s a 
function of people, even without COVID, having not gotten the best routine primary care, so 

they’re coming in much sicker and staying in the hospital for a lot longer.”

Anuj Mehta, M.D. | Denver Health

IN THE NEWS

Hospitals plead with Congress to 
tackle workforce shortages
− Becker’s Hospital Review −

 Ongoing pandemic stretching health 
systems and hospitals to their limits

 − Health Leaders Media −

Nebraska’s COVID cases drop 
again, but ‘hospitals remain a 

long way from normal’
− Omaha World-Herald −

 Hospital leaders, Congress mull 
fixes to current staffing woes

− Healthcare Dive −

Why Colorado hospitals will still see 
capacity issues even as COVID wanes

− FOX31 (Denver, Col.) −

 Staff shortages, COVID patients 
pushing hospitals to breaking point

− CBS News −

The COVID-19 Snapshot is the American Hospital Association’s look at what America’s hospitals and front-
line workers are facing as they provide care during the public health emergency. America’s hospitals and health 
systems continue to face historic challenges, including unprecedented financial pressures. It is vitally important that 
hospitals and health systems receive further support and resources to ensure that they can continue to deliver critical 
care for patients and communities.

BY THE NUMBERS: COVID-19 IN THE U.S.

4,449,166 96.6%  36.9%
cumulative confirmed COVID-19 

hospital admissions 
(August 1, 2020 – February 13, 2022)

of U.S. counties have a “High” 
community transmission level 

(as of 2/15)

increase in drug expenses per adjusted 
discharge in December 2021 compared to 

pre-pandemic levels in 2019.

Source: CDC | COVID Data Tracker Source: COVID-19 Community Profile Report |  
beta.HealthData.gov

Source: Kaufman Hall Jan. 2022 National Hospital Flash Report

78,177,104  
total COVID-19 

cases in the U.S. 
(as of 2/17)

(902,925 
increase  
over the  

last 7 days)

928,548
total COVID-19 

deaths in the U.S. 
(as of 2/17)

(15,488 
increase  
over the  

last 7 days)

States with the highest number 
of COVID-19 admissions over the 
last 7 days: 
(as of 2/14)

1. CA – 
2. TX –
3. FL – 

7,019
5,666
5,619

4. NY –
5. OH –

2,974
2,267

Source: JHU | COVID-19 Dashboard Source: JHU | COVID-19 Dashboard Source: COVID-19 Community Profile Report |  
beta.HealthData.gov

https://www.aha.org/
https://www.aha.org/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/workforce/hospitals-plead-with-congress-to-tackle-workforce-shortages.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/workforce/hospitals-plead-with-congress-to-tackle-workforce-shortages.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/01/29/1075871661/omicron-symptoms-treatment-hospital
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/01/29/1075871661/omicron-symptoms-treatment-hospital
https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/clinical-care/ongoing-pandemic-stretching-health-systems-and-hospitals-their-limits
https://www.healthleadersmedia.com/clinical-care/ongoing-pandemic-stretching-health-systems-and-hospitals-their-limits
https://www.abc4.com/news/national/explainer-blood-supplies-run-short-affecting-patient-care/
https://www.abc4.com/news/national/explainer-blood-supplies-run-short-affecting-patient-care/
https://omaha.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/nebraskas-covid-cases-drop-again-but-hospitals-remain-a-long-way-from-normal/article_210def0c-8d9b-11ec-be09-675e8f7b53ac.html
https://omaha.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/nebraskas-covid-cases-drop-again-but-hospitals-remain-a-long-way-from-normal/article_210def0c-8d9b-11ec-be09-675e8f7b53ac.html
https://omaha.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/nebraskas-covid-cases-drop-again-but-hospitals-remain-a-long-way-from-normal/article_210def0c-8d9b-11ec-be09-675e8f7b53ac.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/02/04/1078029696/americans-get-sicker-as-omicron-stalls-everything-from-heart-surgeries-to-cancer
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/02/04/1078029696/americans-get-sicker-as-omicron-stalls-everything-from-heart-surgeries-to-cancer
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hospitals-congress-mull-nurse-staffing-shortages-travel-rate-caps/618734/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hospitals-congress-mull-nurse-staffing-shortages-travel-rate-caps/618734/
https://www.wbrc.com/2022/02/07/alabama-hospitals-still-battling-omicron-covid-19-surge/
https://www.wbrc.com/2022/02/07/alabama-hospitals-still-battling-omicron-covid-19-surge/
https://kdvr.com/news/local/colorado-hospitals-capacity-issues-even-as-covid-wanes/
https://kdvr.com/news/local/colorado-hospitals-capacity-issues-even-as-covid-wanes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/02/05/covid-biden-vaccines-900000-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/02/05/covid-biden-vaccines-900000-deaths/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-hospital-staff-shortages-60-minutes-2022-02-06/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-hospital-staff-shortages-60-minutes-2022-02-06/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/blood-supplies-are-low-as-omicron-spread-limits-donation-drives-11643976004
https://www.wsj.com/articles/blood-supplies-are-low-as-omicron-spread-limits-donation-drives-11643976004
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#new-hospital-admissions
https://beta.healthdata.gov/Health/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9
https://beta.healthdata.gov/Health/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9
https://www.kaufmanhall.com/sites/default/files/2022-01/National-Hospital-Flash-Report_Jan2022.pdf
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://beta.healthdata.gov/Health/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9
https://beta.healthdata.gov/Health/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9

