
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Issu
 
In a comm
question 
large vol
the AHA
is not sup
current te
 
The Fact
 

 H
th

 
 C

el
 

 H
in
an

 
 T

ca
to
se
 

ue: 

ment letter t
about a prop
umes of pro

A strongly su
pported by c
echnical cap

ts: 

Hospitals sup
he importanc

Currently pat
lectronic. Ho

Hospitals serv
nformation to
nd security r

The reality is 
an take time
o provide pat
ecurity requi

to CMS on th
posal to prov
tected health

upports patien
current techn
acity.  

pport patients
ce of engage

ients are get
ospitals are c

ve as guardia
o the Interne
requirements

that because
 to gather th
tient informa
irements. 

he proposed 
vide patients
h informatio
nts’ access t

nology, raise

s’ rights to a
ed and inform

tting their in
committed to

ans of patien
et must be do
s to safeguar

e of technolo
his informatio
ation has to 

 
AH

rule for Stag
s with the ab
n via the Int
o their medi
s significant

access their i
med patients

formation qu
o making su

nt privacy, so
one carefully
rd this perso

ogy limits, IT
on in once p
be done in a

HA Position

ge 2 meanin
bility to view
ternet throug
ical informat
t security iss

information 
. 

uickly and in
ure that happ

o any postin
y.  Hospitals
nal informat

T systems ca
place.  The w
a way that m

n on Patie

ngful use, the
w, download 
gh a “patient
tion, we beli
sues, and goe

because hos

n many form
ens. 

ng of patient 
s must follow
tion. 

an’t talk to e
way hospitals
meets federal 

ent Portal

e AHA raise
and transmi

t portal”.  W
ieve CMS’ p
es beyond 

spitals under

mats, includin

health 
w federal pri

each other an
s use the Inte
privacy and

ed a 
t 
hile 

plan 

rstand 

ng 

ivacy 

nd it 
ernet 

d 


